
Our Mission
The DeWitt Chamber & Development Company’s mission is to lead, inform,  
advocate and advance business interests and promote community growth.  

Our core focus is to support existing businesses, attract new businesses,  
and assist in enhancing the quality of life for our community.

lead.  inform.  advocate.  advance.
2016-17 Year in Review



lead.     To guide the DeWitt community; for the benefit of businesses, citizens, and 
organizations, in providing the essential qualities of a vibrant community.

inform.  
To share knowledge of and to make DeWitt known,  
noticeable and attractive to businesses, residents and visitors.

The DeWitt Delivers campaign continues with the DeWittDelivers.com 
community blog, the DCDC website and 98 NEW Community Banners 
throughout downtown DeWitt and (soon to be) on 11th Street. The goal 
of the DeWitt Delivers campaign is to educate local residents and  
instill a sense of Live Local, Get Involved, and Be Proud of our progressive, 
vibrant community.

The “Welcome To DeWitt” new resident and new employees kits feature 
a “Business Showcase” and community information.  Nearly 100 kits were 
distributed to newcomers to our community.

New social media tactics to promote DeWitt saw success, with over 300 
new Facebook followers, other social media continues to gain momentum.

Be sure to read “What’s Happening in DeWitt” e-blast, the DCDC member  
newsletter, and the community blog (dewittdelivers.com). 

Look Local First encourages DeWitt area residents and visitors to think of 
DeWitt first when making purchases. Since its launch in November, 3,997 
LLF cards have been completed, representing $799,400 in tracked local 
spending.  Nearly 70 DCDC Members participate in the program.

Membership grew from 211 to 222 members between June 2016  
and May 2017.

Recruitment efforts secured Latham Pool Products to open their newest 
Midwest location in the Crossroads Business Park.  This US Company 
plans to employ 23 individuals to manufacture their in-ground fiberglass 
pools.  They expect to open the summer of 2017.

Responded to 10 regional and national prospects requests to  
expand or relocated their commercial or industrial operations.

Continue to explore options for creating a stronger, highly skilled  
workforce through collaborations with Eastern Iowa Community  
College, Area School Districts, and local business and industry. 

DCDC Ambassadors welcomed 14 businesses with “First Dollar”  
presentations and recognized 10 businesses with “Spotlight on  
Success” awards.
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$37,640 of Chamber Bucks were sold, benefitting local businesses  
by keeping dollars in our community. LOOK LOCAL FIRST!

Assisted educators in coordinating career exposure opportunities  
for nearly 500+ Central DeWitt, Northeast and Cal-Wheat students 
through the first Aviation & STEM day, SUCCESS Roundtables, mock  
interviews, classroom speakers, job shadows, and internships.

Nearly 4,504 Career Opportunity page views with 51 job/volunteer  
opportunities posted. 

29th Annual Autumn Fest event attracted 1,500+ attendees with another 
400+ at the Autumn Fest Movie in Lincoln Part the following night.

5th Annual Hometown Christmas event engaged 24 businesses, 18 sponsors, 
15 volunteer groups and was attended by 1,300 individuals. 

Continue to build strong partnerships with city, county and state  
elected officials to advance business issues, address community  
interests, and promote positive growth.

Participated in Clinton County Day & Highway 30 Day at the Capital,  
sharing important issues with Governor Branstad, Lt Governor Reynolds, 
and other key state leaders.

Hosted 3 Legislative Coffee sessions with record attendance, providing 
access to and facilitating dialogue for businesses and residents with  
Senator Hart and Representatives Mommsen and Wolfe. 

Hosted a Clinton County Candidate forum for County Representatives, 
Supervisors, Sheriff, and Auditor.

advance.                                         To accelerate the growth and progress of a vibrant and engaged  
              DeWitt community.
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advocate.                                            
To work for, support, defend, and maintain a thriving DeWitt community.
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Staff 2017-18 Board of Directors Thank You!
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Angela Rheingans
Executive Director

director@dewittiowa.org

Stephanie Sagers
Administrative Assistant

admin@dewittiowa.org

Emily Schmitt
Program & Events  
Coordinator

eventscoordinator@dewittiowa.org

Erin Niemann
Business Education Coordinator

becoordinator@dewittiowa.org

Kim Broders, RE/MAX Elite Homes QC  (CHAIR 17-18)

Greg Gannon, DeWitt Bank & Trust (CHAIR 16-17)

Dan Peterson, Central DeWitt Community School 
District (VICE-CHAIR)

Leo McGarry, First Central State Bank (TREASURER)

Garey Chrones, City Council Representative

Josh Daniel, Black Cat Wear Parts

Lisa Duffy, Meant To Be With Flowers

Kerri Hannah, Rock Valley Physical Therapy

Kevin Jansen, Jansen Electric

Steve Lindner, City of DeWitt

Tina Lively, DeWitt Bank & Trust – Tax & Accounting

Merle Ocken, DeWitt Resident

Ted Papuga, Emma Rae’s Uniques and Antiques

Steve Shupp, Alliant Energy

LuAnne Smith, City Council Representative

Wayne Stuedemann, Ag Spectrum

Mayor Don Thiltgen, City of DeWitt

As I reviewed all that the DCDC accomplished this 
year I could not help but think, “Well no wonder this 
year went by so fast, look at everything we did!”  

As we note all that was launched, supported,  
improved, promoted and recognized; never loose  
sight of the fact that none of it is possible without 
each of you.  

Whether you are one of our small business  
entrepreneurs, the manager of a cornerstone  
business, a non-profit leader, or the staff of one of  
our members; YOU made a difference in all that  
the DCDC accomplished this year.  Every time you  
volunteered, contributed your knowledge, shared 
your opinion or simply spoke favorably of the  
community you live or work in; you added to the 
vitality of DeWitt.  

Thank you for doing your part to lead, inform,  
advocate for, and advance DeWitt. I truly believe  
that we have something special here, I hope you  
do too!  #dewittdelivers!

Angela Rheingans, Executive Director

  DCDC Member Challenge: How will you lead, inform or advocate to advance DeWitt?


