
DeWitt Noon Lions announce  
48th winter travelogue series 
 The DeWitt Noon Lions Club’s 2016 
travelogue series will begin its 48th season 
Tuesday, Jan. 12, with shows at 3 and 7 
p.m. at the Operahouse Theatre in down-
town DeWitt. 
 Every effort will be made to present a 
travelogue on the day scheduled. However, 
if inclement weather forces a cancellation, 
local television and radio stations will be 
asked to announce the cancellation, and 
the information will be posted on the the-
ater door. 
 A $5 donation is suggested. The Lions 
return the proceeds from the travelogue 
series in the form of support for communi-
ty projects. No seats are reserved. 
 Several local restaurants will have spe-
cial items on their menus for travelogue 
patrons. 
 The line-up features adventures circling 
the globe and located on four continents. 
Included are: 
 •Jan. 12 -  “Serengeti Safari” by Mary 
Rueter and Allison Rueter of DeWitt. Join 
grandmother and granddaughter on an 
unforgettable trip to Tanzania, including 
the vast plains of the Serengeti, where 
elephants, lions, cape buffalo, leopards and 
black rhino roam and incredible animal   
migrations take place. Also visit the 
Ngorogoro Crater, the caldera of a dor-
mant volcano that serves as a habitat for 
flamingos, hippos, wildebeest and zebra, 
to mention only a few of the many species 
observed on this trip. 
 •Jan. 26 – “Greece and Italy: Passages 
and Connections” by Martha and John 
Bonte of Clinton. This program explores 
the similarities people today have with 
those who lived 2000-3000 years 
ago. The Greeks and Romans wondered 
about values, struggled with power and 
mature and worshiped their gods. Images 
from the Renaissance and present times 
also will be shown. 
 •Feb. 9 – “Glacier Grazing and Whale 
Tales” by Tom Gibbons of Clinton. For his 
first time, Gibbons landed on two glaciers 
and observed them “calving,” sighted a 
whale,  a bear, a puffin,  sea lions and dol-
phins, all in the wild, during an Alaskan 
cruise. He also  visited Saxman Native 
Village, near Ketchikan, with its totems, a 

temperate rain forest and  Denali National 
Park.  
 •Feb. 23 – “Waaay South of the Border” 
by Richard Rockrohr of Maquoketa.  Join 
Richard and his wife, Helen, on a 47-
day RV caravan trip, visiting the ancient 
ruins and colonial cities of Mexico. 
Their path followed the East coast of Mex-
ico to the YucatanPeninsula and returned 
through the central mountains. The pro-
gram offers insight into a rarely taken ad-
venture.  
 •March 8 – “Our  DIY Uganda and 
Rwanda Adventure” by Gary Meden of 
Davenport. When Meden and his wife 
visited Uganda and Rwanda in 2014, they 
experienced three of the most unique 
weeks in their lives as they drove over 
2,200 miles through both countries in a 
1991 Toyota Landcruiser. They traveled 
through six national parks with no tour 
guides or escorts;  saw thousands of ani-
mals including lions, elephants, hippos, 
antelope, birds, giraffes and a 2,000-pound 
crocodile.  “Sometimes scary, always ex-
citing!” Eden relates.   
 •March 22 – “Germany —- Yesterday 
and Today” by George Kruckenberg of 
West Des Moines, will feature medieval 
cities and locales from the past and also 
scenes from modern Germany, including 
visits and everyday life with his German 
friends.  
 This date is designated as Pie Day, when 
the DeWitt Noon Lions treat travelogue 
patrons to complimentary pie and coffee. 
 •April 5 – “People of Southeast Asia” by 
Munir Sayegh of DeWitt. 
 Sayegh, grandson of Chuck and Jane 
Havener of DeWitt, will present a look 
into the people, religion, and culture of the 
South Asia region. Come experience a 
visual taste of India, Pakistan, Nepal and 
Bangladesh. 
 •April 19 – “Join Honor Flight Quad 
Cities to view Washington, D.C.’s, monu-
ments with Duane Miller of Bettendorf. 
Honor Flights give the military veterans an 
opportunity to visit our nation’s capitol 
and the memorials that honor them. 

•May 3 – “China — Lessons Learned” 
by DeWayne and Linda Hatcher of 
LeClaire, offers a glimpse of education in 
China through the eyes of business and 
tourism. 
 •May 17 – “Eastern Europe” by Bonne 
Lorenzen of Bettendorf, explores Eastern 
Europe 26 years after the Berlin Wall came 



down. Start in Berlin and travel to Poland 
to see the devastation of World War II and 
the bustling cities of Warsaw and Krakow 
today. Next, cruise the Danube at Bu-
dapest, Hungary; attend a concert in Vien-
na, Austria; enjoy the countryside of Slo-
vakia; experience Prague, Czech Republic, 
by both day and night; lunch in Dresden, 
Germany; and return to Berlin. One still 
can see the effects of the years of Commu-
nism on all of these countries and, in turn, 
the freedom they appreciate today. 
 •May 31: “Russia by Riverboat” by 
Marcie Siegel of Walcott. Cruise from 
Moscow to St. Petersburg via small ship. 
See both ancient and modern Russia as we 
sail along the waterways of the Czars.  
 •Pat Bryan of Camanche will be the 
stand-by presenter of a travelogue on Is-
rael this year, in the event of a cancellation 
by any of the scheduled presenters.


