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Welcome to DeWitt Program 

We are very excited to be launching a New Resident and New Employee Welcome to DeWitt        
Program on February 1st! The program has a dual focus; connecting with new DeWitt residents and 
also with new employees to DeWitt businesses (people that live outside of DeWitt but are first 
time employees in the community). The goal of this program is to connect with these 
new individuals and spotlight our community!  All DCDC members have the opportunity to be a 

part of this program through our "Business Showcase". 

 
The goal of the Showcase is drawing these new residents and employees to the member               
location! Materials will be refreshed biannually; if you did not participate this round you will have 
the opportunity to be a part of the program again in late summer.  We are thrilled to be able to put 
our best foot forward and make this Welcome to DeWitt Program a sought after perk of moving to 

or working in DeWitt!  

 

Some other items included in the Kits are: 

•         Welcome Letter 

•         Community Guide (includes relocation             

 contacts and a community map) 

•         Visitor Guide 

•         “Business Showcase” package includes    

 coupons, brochures and trinkets   

•         Premier Partner flyer – listing of DCDC       

 Investor level members 

•         Community Organization List - promoting 

 how to get involved  

•         Youth Program List – sports and library  

•         DCDC website flyer promoting website tools 

 (events calendar, job postings, member directory) 

•         Phone book 

Information for New Resident Kits will be packaged in the DCDC shopping tote shown in the 

photo! 
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IN THIS ISSUE: 

Save the Date 

2.9.16 "eat Lunch & Learn something" Discovering Your Businesses 

Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats (SWOT) Register Now 

2.11.16 Clinton County Day at the Capital  

2.13.16 Legislative Coffee at DeWitt Community Center, 11-noon 

2.18.16 SBDC Counseling Opportunity at the DCDC 

2.18.16 Revive After Five - Clinton County Farm Bureau Register Now 

Click here to view our Community Events Calendar! 

Interested in joining a group of Clinton County community leaders, businesses, and citizens to    

discuss local issues with key legislative leaders at the State Capitol?  Join us on February 5th in 

Des Moines for a full day of meet-and-greets with legislators and Governor Branstad.  Contact the 

DCDC office at 563-659-8500 to learn more. 

Clinton County Day at the Capital 

2014 Clinton County Day at the Capital 

http://dewitt.chambermaster.com/events/details/eat-lunch-learn-something-discovering-your-businesses-strengths-weaknesses-opportunities-and-threats-swot-1166
http://dewitt.chambermaster.com/events/details/revive-after-five-clinton-county-farm-bureau-1102
http://dewitt.chambermaster.com/events/calendar/


 



 

Business Education Coordinator Update 
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Welcome New Marketing Intern, Sara Hasenmiller! 

Sara is currently a senior here at Central DeWitt and is serving as 
our 2016 intern. She is involved in a variety of band activities 
and was the Marching Sabers Pride Drum Major.  Sara primarily 
spends most of her time in extra-curricular activities such as: 
FBLA (Future Business Leader of America), National Honors Soci-

ety, Luther League, and studies Chinese Mandarin.  

 

As for her future plans, she will graduate in May and continue 
her studies at Iowa State University in the Fall of 2016.  Sara as-
pires to be a marketing major with an emphasis on supply chain management. In her free time, she 
enjoys traveling to new locations and spending time with family and friends.  Sara is proud to work 

with the DeWitt Chamber & Development Company in her last semester of high school. 

Interested in partnering with schools to provide students exposure to local career opportunities? 

Contact Jenny McGarry, Business Education Coordinator, becoordinator@dewittiowa.org. 

Third Graders Present Idea to Local Leaders 

This week DeWitt’s Mayor, Don Thiltgen, and DCDC Executive Director, Angela 
Rheinghans, were invited to Ekstrand to hear third grade presentations for sug-
gested community improvement.  They heard improvement presentations 
from ten students, two from each third grade class.  The assignment was to de-
velop an idea for community improvement and create a presentation, which 
was required to include multi-media support.  A few of the improvement ideas 
were a new campground, fairground expansion, a DeWitt Whitey’s Ice Cream 

store, and a clean park campaign.  

                       

The students supported their presentations with amazing 
videos and well designed brochures.  In addition to this be-
ing a great learning experience for our third graders, these 
presentations allowed leaders to hear ideas from young 
members of our community.  Mayor Thiltgen and Angela 

were WOWED by their ideas and presentation skills.                                                                                    

 

This is another great example of how community partner-

ships are providing opportunities for our students. 

Photo:  The Observer 

Photo:  The Observer 

mailto:becoordinator@dewittiowa.org


 

Over the course of the next year, a specific DeWitt sector/topic/asset will be highlighted each 
month on the DCDC website, community blog, social media, in the Observer, and throughout the     
community.  The goal of this community-wide DeWitt Delivers Marketing Campaign is to educate 
our local residents and businesses about these assets and instill a sense to LIVE LOCAL, GET        

INVOLVED, and BE PROUD of our progressive, vibrant community.                

Monthly topics:  

July – Community Overview 

August  -- Education 

Sept – Housing 

October -- Manufacturing 

Nov -- Shopping & Dining 

Dec -- Civic organizations / non-profits /  

            volunteer opportunities 

Jan – Healthcare 

Feb – Services 

March – Agriculture 

April -- Recreation 

May – Civil Servants (fire, police, city gov’t) 

June --  Attractions 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t forget to check out and subscribe to the DeWitt Delivers Community Blog!!!    

DeWitt Delivers Campaign 
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See the full January article here  

Click here to see all the “Did you know?” facts about Healthcare 

http://www.dewittiowa.org/community/dewitt-delivers/
http://dewittdelivers.com/
http://www.dewittobserver.com/
http://dewittdelivers.com/
http://www.dewittiowa.org/assets/img/uploads/pdf/DeWittDeliversAdJanuary2016.pdf
http://www.dewittiowa.org/assets/img/uploads/pdf/1511.DeWittDeliversBannerAdsALL.pdf
http://dewittdelivers.com/


 

Member Spotlight:  Murphy’s Pub-DeWitt 

The Murphy family opened Murphy's Pub in the summer of 2015 with the goal of having one of the 

best craft beers selections in the area. They quickly grew to have 20 beers on draft and a great se-

lection of bottled beer and Iowa Native Wine. The focal point of the Pub is the two full view garage 

doors that open all the way on nice days. They also have outdoor seating that allows guests to en-

joy their great selection of drinks outdoors! They recently opened their kitchen in January of 2016. 

They have a full menu that includes everything from burgers and sandwiches to appetizers and 

wings. 

Murphy's Vintage Picks opened in April of 2015. Nancy's passion for junking and treasure hunting 

was starting to take over her house and garage, so they purchased the former KC Hall in DeWitt. 

The shop started with re-purpose furniture and other vintage items, but has expanded out to      

numerous gift shop type items. A wide variety of jewelry, purses, scarves, candles and other fun 

items to shop for can be found! She truly feel she has something for everyone in her shop, but you 

may have to make a couple laps before you find it. The shop is always fully stocked and often 

times she has heard customers say they have to walk around several times in order to see           

everything! 

Member Spotlight:  Murphy’s Vintage Picks 



 

A big “thank you” to Murphy’s Pub and also to Murphy’s Vintage Picks for kicking off the 2016    
Revives by hosting the January Revive After Five Event.  Plan on joining us for the next Revive    

After Five Feb 18th at Clinton County Farm Bureau.  CLICK HERE TO RSVP 

All DCDC member employees are welcome and encouraged to attend these worthwhile and relaxing 

networking events!   

Revive After Five 

Check out more photos from the Murphy’s Revive on our Facebook page! See yourself or others in 

our photos, feel free to tag!  

http://dewitt.chambermaster.com/list/member/murphy-s-pub-dewitt-315
http://dewitt.chambermaster.com/list/member/murphy-s-vintage-picks-316
http://dewitt.chambermaster.com/events/details/revive-after-five-clinton-county-farm-bureau-1102
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.1023392287704404.1073741852.489572384419733&type=3&notif_t=like
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http://dewitt.chambermaster.com/events/details/eat-lunch-learn-something-discovering-your-businesses-strengths-weaknesses-opportunities-and-threats-swot-1166


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You!  

Mission Statement 

The DCDC’s mission is to lead, inform, advocate and advance business interests and promote commu-
nity growth.  Our core focus is to support existing businesses, attract new businesses, and assist in en-

hancing the quality of life for our community. 

DeWitt Chamber & Development 

Company 

1010 6th Ave 

DeWitt, IA 52742 

Phone: 563-659-8500 

Email: info@dewittiowa.org 

Website: www.dewittiowa.org 

Hours: M-F, 9-4 

DCDC Staff 

Angela Rheingans, Executive Director 

Emily Schmitt, Programs & Events Coordinator 

Jenny McGarry, Business Education Coordinator 

Stephanie Sagers, Administrative Assistant 

 

DCDC Board of Directors 

Greg Gannon, DeWitt  Bank & Trust, Chair 

Dan Peterson, Central Community School District, Vice Chair 

Brian Volkens, First Central State Bank, Treasurer 

Wayne Stuedemann, Ag Spectrum 

Don Thiltgen, DeWitt Mayor 

Dave Deke, Deke Insurance 

Merle Ocken, DeWitt Resident 

Steve Lindner, DeWitt City Administrator 

Tina Lively, DeWitt Bank Tax & Accounting Services 

Garey Chrones, City Council Representative 

Luanne Smith, City Council Representative 

Kasey Kleinsmith, Flowers on the Side 

Kim Broders, Ruhl & Ruhl Realtors 

Kevin Jansen, Jansen Electric 

Roddy Greig, Guardian Industries Corp 

Steve Shupp, Alliant Energy—Ex-Officio Member 

 

Connect with the DCDC www.dewittiowa.org 
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http://www.facebook.com/DeWittChamberDevelopmentCo.
http://instagram.com/dewittchamberdevelopment/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6XMIczv6SixP-JiTGfNObQ

