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What a wonderful evening we shared with our membership, volunteers and com-
munity partners on June 30th.  Over 130 guests joined the DCDC for our annual 
Year in Review event at TYCOGA Vineyard & Winery.  It was a night filled with net-
working, education, recognition, celebration and of course, delicious food and 
drink.   
 
Please turn to the next page to find the DCDC’s 2014-2015 Annual Report, which 
highlights all the major accomplishments over the past fiscal year. You will also find on page 4 the 
winners of the DCDC’s Members Choice Awards that were announced during the program. Con-
gratulations to all the nominees and winners!! 
 
The DCDC would like to thank ALL of you for the hard work and dedication you provided over the 
last year to help make this community a better place to work, live, and play. We look forward to 
what the next year holds and partnering again with all of you to create a brand new list of suc-
cesses! 
 
Sincerely, 
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2015 Member’s Choice Awards 

We are excited to bring you the second annual DCDC Member’s Choice Awards, initiated honoring 
and bringing awareness to DCDC members for their successes and overall support of our commu-
nity’s vitality!  The  winners were announced on June 30th at our DCDC Year In Review celebra-

tion. Congratulations to all of the nominees and winners!! 

  

Business of the Year 

Overall this member scores big in every category of business. They are a shining star in the DeWitt 
community and are diligent in their efforts in making the community a better place to live, work, 

play and visit! 

Nominees: 

DeWitt Bank & Trust Company (Co-Winner) 

Operahouse Theatre (Co-Winner)   

  

 

 

Most Promising New Business 

The formula for success is evident with this new business. From top to bottom they have what it 

takes to achieve longevity in the business community. 

Nominees: 

TYCOGA Vineyard & Winery (Winner) 

  

 

 

Excellence in Customer Service 

This member has a clear understanding of what their customer wants. They’ve shown time and 
time again that they are committed to delivering top of the line service and have integrated the 

customer’s needs in their business model. 

Nominees: 

DeWitt Bank & Trust Company (Winner) 

  

 

 

First Central State Bank Holst Construction LLC/Holst Rental 

Genesis Medical Center, DeWitt Snap Fitness 24-7 

Blondie's Coffee Out Back Kwik Star 

Emma Rae's Antiques & Uniques Meant To Be With Flowers 

First Central State Bank Touch of Bliss Salon & Spa 

Meant To Be With Flowers Whisk Away Café & Bakery 

Continued next page 

http://dewitt.chambermaster.com/list/member/dewitt-bank-trust-company-52
http://dewitt.chambermaster.com/list/member/operahouse-theatre-166
http://dewitt.chambermaster.com/list/member/tycoga-vineyard-winery-273
http://dewitt.chambermaster.com/list/member/dewitt-bank-trust-company-52
http://dewitt.chambermaster.com/list/member/first-central-state-bank-85
http://dewitt.chambermaster.com/list/member/holst-construction-llc-holst-rental-118
http://dewitt.chambermaster.com/list/member/genesis-medical-center-dewitt-96
http://dewitt.chambermaster.com/list/member/snap-fitness-24-7-192
http://dewitt.chambermaster.com/list/member/blondie-s-coffee-out-back-276
http://dewitt.chambermaster.com/list/member/kwik-star-275
http://dewitt.chambermaster.com/list/member/emma-rae-s-antiques-uniques-290
http://dewitt.chambermaster.com/list/member/meant-to-be-with-flowers-155
http://dewitt.chambermaster.com/list/member/first-central-state-bank-85
http://dewitt.chambermaster.com/list/member/touch-of-bliss-salon-spa-212
http://dewitt.chambermaster.com/list/member/meant-to-be-with-flowers-155
http://dewitt.chambermaster.com/list/member/whisk-away-caf%C3%A9-and-bakery-226
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Non-Profit of the Year 

This member has made a difference in the lives of the people they serve, produced outcomes that 
exemplify innovative excellence and featured best practices. To qualify for this award, the nomi-

nated businesses Must have a 501(c)3 status to qualify for this category.) 

Nominees: 

St. Joseph Church (Winner) 

  

 

 

Excellence in Social Media 

This member has an obvious and relevant presence on social media sites. They know the power of 
social networking, have integrated this practice into their marketing and communications strategy 

and leverage these sites to promote their business to potential clients. 

Nominees: 

Necker’s Jewelers (Winner) 

  

 

 

 

 

DCDC Friend of the Year 

This award recognizes a volunteer that has provided countless hours of their time and expertise in 

helping the DCDC become a stronger, more valued organization for the community. 

Winners: Angela Rheingans with the DeWitt Community Hospital Foundation & Shelly Greving 

with Ag Spectrum Company 

 

Continued from page 4 

DeWitt Community Hospital Foundation Habitat for Humanity of Clinton County, Inc. 

DeWitt Noon Lions Junior Achievement of the Heartland 

A Storybook Ending Bridal & Prom Salon Flowers on the Side 

Cups & Cones Meant To Be With Flowers 

First Central State Bank Emma Rae's Antiques & Uniques 

http://dewitt.chambermaster.com/list/member/st-joseph-church-school-195
http://dewitt.chambermaster.com/list/member/necker-s-jewelers-164
http://dewitt.chambermaster.com/list/member/dewitt-community-hospital-foundation-229
http://dewitt.chambermaster.com/list/member/ag-spectrum-company-5
http://dewitt.chambermaster.com/list/member/dewitt-community-hospital-foundation-229
http://dewitt.chambermaster.com/list/member/habitat-for-humanity-of-clinton-county-inc-249
http://dewitt.chambermaster.com/list/member/dewitt-noon-lions-65
http://dewitt.chambermaster.com/list/member/junior-achievement-136
http://dewitt.chambermaster.com/list/member/a-storybook-ending-bridal-prom-salon-197
http://dewitt.chambermaster.com/list/member/flowers-on-the-side-88
http://dewitt.chambermaster.com/list/member/cups-cones-llc-236
http://dewitt.chambermaster.com/list/member/meant-to-be-with-flowers-155
http://dewitt.chambermaster.com/list/member/first-central-state-bank-85
http://dewitt.chambermaster.com/list/member/emma-rae-s-antiques-uniques-290
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Workplace Experience Summer Program for K-12 Educators 

This summer the DCDC partnered with Ashford Univer-

sity and area businesses to offer educators a unique sum-

mer professional development opportunity. Carol Gisel, 

Business Education Teacher at Central, is one of the par-

ticipants this year. She spent her workplace experience 

at Iowa Mutual Insurance Co. in DeWitt. Carol’s time at 

Iowa Mutual allowed her the opportunity to learn more 

about the insurance industry, from underwriting to 

claims, in addition to the Iowa Mutual culture. She also 

learned valuable information regarding hiring practices, 

dress code policies, and career opportunities, which she 

will be able to take back and share with her students this 

fall. The DCDC appreciates Carol’s willingness to partici-

pate this summer in the EWE and Iowa Mutual’s dedica-

tion to supporting education in our community. 

VP of Sales at Iowa Mutual Insurance Group, Shawn 

Kimmes, and President, Georgia Puls, watch as Carol 

Gisel experiences a day in the insurance industry 

through EWE. 

The DCDC recently facilitated a local business visit between Congress-
man Dave Loebsack, Senator Rita Hart and Josh Daniel, Black Cat Blades 
plant manager. Josh had the opportunity to showcase their specific 
manufacturing processes and answer questions about the blades and cut-
ting edges industry. 
 
Headquartered in Canada, Black Cat Blades 
opened its first US location in DeWitt in late 
2012.  The DeWitt facility started ware-
house shipments in March 2013 and 
shipped its first DeWitt-manufactured 
blade in December 2014.  They provide 
snow removal products for the Iowa Depart-

ment of Transportation and also supply products to John Deere Con-
struction and Forestry. 
 
Black Cat Blades currently employs 14 team members and will double that number over the next 
year due to new manufacturing processes.  Future plans include running multiple shifts and even-
tually employing 50 individuals. 
 
Thank you, Black Cat Blades, for creating such a positive impact on the DeWitt community! 

Legislators Visit Black Cat Blades 



 



 

“eat Lunch & Learn something” with Matt Booth 
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On June 16th Matt Booth, Professional Speaker and Author, presented  "Be Yourself, Improve Your-
self – It’s an Attitude Thing!" to an audience of nearly 50 people at Springbrook Country Club. At-
tendees learned that being positive as often as possible allows them to be more successful at 
what they do and left the program with practical take-aways and the motivation to implement 

them! 

“Fabulous speaker! We all know that our attitude has everything to do with our 
successes and it is nice to be reminded of that. I now have Matt's book and refer to 
it when I need that little reminder on how my attitude affects others around me or 

the team that I lead.” – Program Attendee 

Upcoming “eat Lunch & Learn something” Programs in 2015 

 

September 15th - Identity Theft for Businesses, Presented by Eastern Iowa Small Business Devel-

opment Center. Register Now!   

 

November 17th - Hiring & Training Employees, Presented by Eastern Iowa Small Business Develop-

ment Center. Register Now!  

http://dewitt.chambermaster.com/events/details/eat-lunch-learn-something-239
http://dewitt.chambermaster.com/events/details/eat-lunch-learn-something-240


 

The DCDC is excited to launch a community-wide DeWitt Delivers marketing campaign that will 
celebrate the amazing assets of the DeWitt community!  Our goal is to educate our local residents 
and businesses about these assets and instill a sense to LIVE LOCAL, GET INVOLVED, and BE PROUD 

of our progressive, vibrant community.                   

Over the course of the next year, a specific DeWitt sector/topic/asset will be highlighted each 
month in The Observer, DCDC website, community blog, on social media and throughout the com-

munity.   

Monthly topics:  

July – Community Overview 

August  -- Education 

Sept – Housing 

October -- Manufacturing 

Nov -- Shopping & Dining 

Dec -- Civic organizations / non-profits /  

            volunteer opportunities 

Jan – Healthcare 

Feb – Services 

March – Agriculture 

April -- Recreation 

May – Civil Servants (fire, police, city gov’t) 

June --  Attractions 

  
We can’t accomplish this without your help!!!   We want you to proudly tell us your 
story!!!  Within the next few months, you may be contacted to provide general information about 
a specific DeWitt sector/topic/asset.  If you definitely want to be contacted for feedback, please 

reach Emily Schmitt at eventscoordinator@dewittiowa.org 

 

 Ideas for you to share include: 

 Points of pride (what are you most proud of with your business/organization?)  

 What are the opportunities in DeWitt? (i.e. housing – we are working towards more afford-

able housing) 

 How can people get involved in your business/organization?  Volunteer opportunities?  

 What are the career opportunities in your industry/topic/field/category? (i.e. any emerg-

ing careers?) 

 What sets us above other communities (differentiates us from other communities)? 

 Interesting “Did you know?” facts about your business/organization/industry 

 Historical tidbits 

DeWitt Delivers Campaign Launches! 

Continued next page 
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 Interesting “By the number” facts about your business/organization/industry (i.e. general 

surgeries increased by 30% over the last year at Genesis Medical Center, DeWitt) 

 Historical tidbits 

 Testimonials from consumers, advocates 

 Letters to the Editor 

 Photos/videos 

  
We hope you are as excited about this marketing opportunity as the DCDC is.  We look forward to 
working with you to compile engaging information that you want to share with the people 
of DeWitt! 

  

Continued from page 9  
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View the July feature article on Community!!  

 

Get Social with DeWitt Delivers Challenge!! 

We challenge you to get social with the DeWitt Delivers Campaign and use the #dewittdelivers in 

your "around town" photos!  Unsure of what# is? Click here to learn more  

How to #dewittdelivers: 

 Go to your favorite place in DeWitt. It can be a quiet park or a busy restaurant, listening to live 

music, in your office or at a sporting event for example! 

 Take out your phone and take photo or even a selfie.    

 Navigate to Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram. 

Post your picture with the hashtag #dewittdelivers, you can even tell us why you love this spot in 

DeWitt so much and challenge at least 3-5 of your friends to do the same!! 

Getting social with DeWitt Delivers is a fun and interactive way to show your pride in the 

community!!  

http://www.dewittiowa.org/assets/img/uploads/pdf/DeWittDeliversAdJuly2015.pdf%20)
http://mashable.com/2013/10/08/what-is-hashtag/


DCDC Golf Bash 
 
Date: July 30, 2015 

Time: 12:00 PM ‐ 5:00PM  

 
 
 
 
 
Event Description: 

Join us and let's FIESTA!! 
Take in a fun day of networking on the 
course while helping support the DCDC in 
our main fundraiser, the DCDC Golf Bash! 
Check out photos from last years Bash!!  
 
THANK YOU GOLF BASH SPONSORS 
 
Cart Sponsors 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beverage Cart Sponsor 
 
 

 
 
Location: 
Springbrook Country Club  
2771 224th Street 
DeWitt, IA 52742 

Contact: 
Emily Schmitt 

Email: 
eventscoordinator@dewittiowa.org 
 

Date/Time Information: 
Thursday, July 30th, 2015 
 
 Check-In:  12 12:45 PM 
 Welcome/Rules: 12:45 PM 
 Tee-off:  1:00 PM 
 After Party (follow golf): Food 
     with a Mexican twist, cash bar, 
     entertainment & prizes! 
 

Event register for your 
team must be in by July 
24th! 
 

Fees/Admission: 
Cost is $80 a person for 
DCDC Member and $90 for Non-Members. 
*Discounts will apply for specific 
member levels and will be reflected 
on your invoice, discount will not 
show during online registration. 
Friend: $76* a person (5% discount) 
Partner: $72* a person (10% discount) 
Investor: $68* a person (15% discount) 
 
Cost includes: 
9 hole best shot for a team of 4 with 
cart(s) 
FREE BEVERAGES during golf  
(Sponsored by DeWitt Bank & Trust) 
Entrance into the “After Party” 
-Appetizers & Food with Mexican twist 
 Cash Bar (including specialty margaritas) 
-FUN & PRIZES!! 
-Entertainment 
Raffle Prizes include: 
-Overnight stay at Hotel Blackhawk 
-Wireless Speaker 
-Custom Fit Golf Club 
-Fitbit 
And More!! 
 

Come golf with us!  It’s a great time and you help support 
the DCDC in our only fundraising event!! 

Click Here to Register before Friday, July 24
th
  

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.760752177301751.1073741841.489572384419733&type=3
http://dewitt.chambermaster.com/list/member/springbrook-country-club-194
mailto:eventscoordinator@dewittiowa.org
http://dewitt.chambermaster.com/events/details/dcdc-golf-bash-365


 

Member Spotlight:  IH Mississippi Valley Credit Union 
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In 14 years, IHMVCU has grown to serve over 4,000 members in the DeWitt area. Jennifer Reimers 
and her staff are dedicated to improving the financial well-being of our members and the DeWitt 

community, and will continue to do so in years to come. 

We’re proud to be a part of the DeWitt community. We strive to support the programs and organi-
zations that are important to our members, and contribute to the Police Department National 
Night Out, DeWitt Area Fine Arts Foundation, DeWitt Community Hospital Foundation, and more. 
We also participate in many community events each year, including the Paul Skeffington Memorial 

Race, Autumn Fest, Fourth of July Parade and Hometown Christmas. 

Stop by and visit with Jennifer and her staff to find out how You’re Worth More at IH Mississippi 

Valley Credit Union. 

Save the Date 

7.30.15 DCDC Golf Bash Fundraiser Register before July 24th  

8.18.15 SBDC Counseling Opportunity at the DCDC 

9.15.15  "eat Lunch & Learn something"-Identity Theft for Business, 

Presented by Eastern Iowa Small Business Development Center 

Register Now!   

9.17.15 Revive After Five at Springbrook Country Club Register Now 

9.18.15 Autumn Fest 

9.19.15 Autumn Fest Family Movie in the Park  

10.22.15 DCDC 101 Register Now 

 

Click here to view our Community Events Calendar! 

http://dewitt.chambermaster.com/events/details/dcdc-golf-bash-365
http://dewitt.chambermaster.com/events/details/eat-lunch-learn-something-239
http://dewitt.chambermaster.com/events/details/revive-after-five-ih-mississippi-valley-credit-union-198
http://dewitt.chambermaster.com/events/details/dcdc101-10-22-2015-191
http://dewitt.chambermaster.com/events/calendar/


 P A G E  1 3  

A big “thank you” to IH Mississippi Valley Credit Union for hosting the May Revive After Five 
Event.  Plan on joining us for the next Revive After Five September 17th  at  Springbrook Country 

Club.  CLICK HERE TO RSVP 

All DCDC member employees are welcome and encouraged to attend these worthwhile and relaxing 

networking events!   

2015 Revive After Five Schedule                                                 

Revive anytime between 5-7PM on the 3rd Thursday of the month and join other professionals 

for these “open house” style networking events!  Enjoy a variety of great food, beverages and 

prizes in a laidback setting while getting to know other DCDC members and learning about the 

hosting business.                                                                                

All DCDC member employees are welcome and encouraged to attend! 

June, July, August -Summer Break 

September 17th –Springbrook Country Club 

October 15th - Iowa Mutual Insurance Company 

November 19th – DeWitt Memorial Company 

December - Holiday Break 

If you are looking to host a Revive in 2016, we have one month left on January 21st 2016. Please 

reach out to Emily Schmitt at eventscoordinator@dewittiowa.org to claim the date!!  

http://dewitt.chambermaster.com/events/details/revive-after-five-ih-mississippi-valley-credit-union-198
mailto:eventscoordinator@dewittiowa.org
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DeWitt Community Guide 

Our new DeWitt Community Guide is out in circulation! In Mid-July, 3400 
copies were mailed out to each resident and business in the 52742 zip 
code.  Each advertiser will be receiving 20 copies and additional copies are 
available at the DCDC upon request. Other non-advertising businesses are 
encouraged to stop by the DCDC to pick up a quantity. The guides will be 
distributed to visitors,  new residents and new employees in DeWitt as 
well. The publication was created in a joint effort with Town Square Publi-
cations and the DeWitt Chamber & Development Company with the sup-
port of our business advertisers, thank you to all that have played a part in 

this great community resource!! 

Click on the DeWitt Community Guide thumbnail to see the complete 

online flipbook! http://issuu.com/villageprofile/docs/dewitt_ia 

Create Your DCDC Website Member Login TODAY! 

If you haven’t already created your DCDC website member login, visit the registration 

page at https://dewitt.chambermaster.com/CreateAccount?email=director@dewittiowa.org&repI

D=1154 to create it today!!  This login will allow you access into the "Members Only" area of the 

DCDC website.  Depending on the Membership Level of your business (Associate, Friend, Partner, 

Investor), you can immediately begin utilizing tools to enhance your business directory listing, 

post a job, submit and register for an event, and so much more!!  

http://issuu.com/villageprofile/docs/dewitt_ia
https://dewitt.chambermaster.com/CreateAccount?email=director@dewittiowa.org&repID=1154
https://dewitt.chambermaster.com/CreateAccount?email=director@dewittiowa.org&repID=1154
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                    Welcome New DCDC Members!      

 

DeWitt Family Health Clinic  
1021 11th St. 
DeWitt, IA 52742   
(563) 659-9294         
www.maclinton.com 

 

 

Manatts Inc. 

901 Westwood Drive                           

DeWitt, IA 52742 

(641) 522-920              

www.manatts.com 

 

 

Town Square Publications 

Monona, WI 

(608) 206-3119   

www.townsquarepublications.com 

 

 

Hotel Blackhawk 

200 East 3rd Street 

Davenport, IA 52801 

(563) 823-3922   

www.hotelblackhawk.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Bent Business Marketing & Advertising            

721 South 2nd Street                              

Clinton, IA 52732 

(563) 217-2908 

www.BentBusinessMarketing.com  

 

 

DeWitt Family Health Clinic is staffed by Drs. Steven 

Fowler and Peter Laureijs, both Board Certified Fam-

ily Physicians. The DeWitt Family Health Clinic is af-

filiated with Medical Associates, Clinton, providing 

various specialists and a full array of ancillary ser-

vices.   

Manatts Ready Mix is a diversified ready mixed con-

crete producer with 60 years of experience in the 

concrete industry. With our corporate headquarters 

located in Brooklyn, Iowa we have 34 stationary 

batch plants located throughout Iowa (with one in 

DeWitt) and four portable batch plants.  

Town Square Publications a custom publishing group 
that specializes in producing high-quality print and 
digitally integrated publications for local chambers 
of commerce.  Town Square Publications partnered 
with the DCDC to produce their newest community 
brochure. 

This majestic structure opened in 1915 and was 

christened by local media as “A Model of Luxury and 

Beauty.”  The hotel has hosted innumerable guests, 

families, romantics, presidents, entertainers and leg-

endary athletes … whether staying overnight or din-

ing to celebrate a special occasion. Following an ex-

tensive $46 million renovation, Hotel Blackhawk 

again opened its doors in 2010 and remains commit-

ted to its legendary hospitality, along with a fresh 

new focus on modern amenities and rich décor – or as 

we like to say, “Hip and historic.”  

Bent Business Marketing & Advertising works with 
business owners to identify their target audience and 
create marketing material designed to answer the 
question, “Why should I buy from you?”  We specialize 
in web development, graphic design, podcasting, ra-
dio/TV commercial production, print ad design, and 
copywriting. Your business is bent, not broken. Let us 
help straighten things out! 

http://www.maclinton.com
http://www.manatts.com
http://www.townsquarepublications.com/
http://www.hotelblackhawk.com
http://www.BentBusinessMarketing.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You!  

Mission Statement 

The DCDC’s mission is to lead, inform, advocate and advance business interests and promote commu-
nity growth.  Our core focus is to support existing businesses, attract new businesses, and assist in en-

hancing the quality of life for our community. 

DeWitt Chamber & Development 

Company 

1010 6th Ave 

DeWitt, IA 52742 

Phone: 563-659-8500 

Email: info@dewittiowa.org 

Website: www.dewittiowa.org 

Hours: M-F, 9-4 

DCDC Staff 

Tami Petsche, Executive Director 

Emily Schmitt, Programs & Events Coordinator 

Jenny McGarry, Business Education Coordinator 

Stephanie Sagers, Administrative Assistant 

 

DCDC Board of Directors 

Greg Gannon, DeWitt  Bank & Trust, Chair 

Brian Volkens, First Central State Bank, Treasurer 

Wayne Stuedemann, Ag Spectrum, 

Don Thiltgen, DeWitt Mayor 

Dave Deke, Deke Insurance 

Dawn Marcus, City Council Representative 

Merle Ocken, DeWitt Resident 

Dan Peterson, Central Community School District 

Steve Lindner, DeWitt City Administrator 

Tina Lively, DeWitt Bank Tax & Accounting Services 

Garey Chrones, Office Machine Consultants 

Luanne Smith, City Council Representative 

Kasey Kleinsmith, Flowers on the Side 

Kim Broders, Ruhl & Ruhl Realtors 

Kevin Jansen, Jansen Electric 

Roddy Greig, Guardian Industries Corp 

Steve Shupp, Alliant Energy—Ex-Officio Member 

Connect with the DCDC www.dewittiowa.org 
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http://www.facebook.com/DeWittChamberDevelopmentCo.
http://instagram.com/dewittchamberdevelopment/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6XMIczv6SixP-JiTGfNObQ
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